
AMVETS Col. John S. Cole II, Kentucky Colonel, is a lifelong advocate for veterans, education, and community 
service whose leadership has been shaped by military service, professional dedication, and an unwavering 
commitment to helping others. 

Born in the Portland district of Louisville, Colonel Cole spent his early years in Kentucky, including time in Dayton, 
before moving with his family to Saint Paul and later to Illinois just before his junior year of high school. After 
graduating from Elgin High School, he answered the call to serve his country by joining the United States Army. His 
Kentucky roots made receiving the distinguished title of Kentucky Colonel one of the greatest honors of his life. 

Colonel Cole began his military career with the 12th Special Forces Group, serving four years as a communications 
soldier. He later transitioned to active duty as a Dental Specialist with the 10th Mountain Division at Fort Drum. 
Following advanced training at Fort Sam Houston as a Dental Laboratory Technician, he completed the remainder of 
his military career serving with the Area Dental Laboratory and DENTAC at Fort Sam Houston. 

In 1990, Colonel Cole met the love of his life, Lisa Elk of Schaumburg, Illinois. The couple married in 1993 at Fort 
Drum, New York, and built a loving family together, raising two daughters. Following Lisa’s passing in November 2022 
from the rare leukemia known as Pure Erythroid Leukemia, Colonel Cole deepened his commitment to supporting the 
nursing profession and advancing opportunities for nurse education, training, and scholarships. Lisa’s 21-year career 
as a labor and delivery nurse continues to inspire that mission. 

Through his involvement in AMVETS, Colonel Cole discovered even greater opportunities to serve veterans and their 
families. His dedication to service also extends through active membership in La Société des Quarante Hommes et 
Huit Chevaux, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and The American Legion. 

Professionally, Colonel Cole worked his way through college as a dental laboratory technician before pursuing a 
career in education. He has a bachelors in Political Science from NIU and a masters in Education from Walden 
University. For the past 22 years, he has served as a high school chemistry teacher, mentoring and inspiring 
generations of students both inside and outside the classroom. Beyond academics, he has dedicated himself to 
student activities and leadership development, serving five years as a boys bowling skills coach, and for the last three 
years as head coach of girls bowling, 20 years as head advisor for Model UN, and the public address voice for both 
boys and girls soccer for the last four years. 

Today, Colonel Cole brings together the values of military service, education, family, and community leadership as he 
prepares to serve as State Commander of AMVETS, continuing his lifelong mission of service to veterans, their 
families, and the communities they call home. 

 

 
 
 


